
PROCLAMATION 
 
WHEREAS, the United States Union Army was victorious over the rebellious and 
secessionist Army of the Confederacy; and 
 
WHEREAS, the United Stat President's issued the Emancipation Proclamation 
effective January 1, 1863 authorizing the enrollment and organizing of "slaves" as 
Union soldiers, U. S. Secretary of War sent Union General Lorenzo Thomas, Sr. down 
to Louisiana and Mississippi in the Month of April to organize the first regiments of 
"African descent" troops; and 
 
WHEREAS, May is the month in which the U. S. Congress authorized the 
establishment of the Bureau of U. S. Colored Troops (USCT); and 
 
WHEREAS, tens of thousands of Blacks from Mississippi fought for the Union, its 
cause both noble and consistent with the ideals of liberty and a unified nation; and 
 
WHEREAS, several hundred White men from Mississippi fought for the Union, its 
cause both noble and consistent with the ideals of liberty and a unified nation; and 
 
WHEREAS, tens of thousands of Whites and Blacks from Mississippi died fighting for 
freedom and the preservation of the Union as United States soldiers during the 
course of the Civil War; and 
 
WHEREAS, several thousand White and Black freedom fighting United States 
soldiers are buried in Vicksburg and Natchez, Mississippi’s National Cemeteries; and 
 
WHEREAS, the first Mississippi born recipient of the Medal of Honor was awarded 
in 1864 to Wilson Brown of Natchez, a Black man and United States Navy Landsman, 
for bravery during the Battle of Mobile Bay; and  
 
WHEREAS, Black United States soldiers of the 1st Mississippi Colored Infantry 
African Decent and the 9th, 11th, and 13th Louisiana Colored Infantry Regiment, 
despite overwhelming and outnumbered nearly 7 to 1, without equipment or 
training, won the Battle of Milliken’s Bend in 1863; and  
 
WHEREAS, the first Civil War battle in Mississippi involving Black Union Army 
soldiers was the 2nd Louisiana Native Guard who won the Battle of (Pascagoula) in 
April of 1863; and 
 
WHEREAS, Jones and Jasper Counties voted 2:1 against secession from the Union 
and under the leadership of Netwon Knight formed the Free State of Jones county 
and joined the Union in adherence to their Christian ideals and in the interest of the 
preservation of liberty and a unified nation; and 
 



WHEREAS, the Battle Flags of United States Colored Troops are to be recognized, 
displayed, and honored as a reflection of a long and rich heritage of valor and 
bravery; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is the tradition of this great nation to celebrate and uplift those who 
fight in furtherance of this country as opposed to those raise arms against; and 
 
WHEREAS, May 30, 2016, is set aside nationally as Memorial Day to honor those 
who gave their lives in service of liberty for all; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is important for all Americans to reflect upon our nation’s past, to gain 
insight from our mistakes and successes, and to come to a full understanding that 
the lessons learned yesterday and today will carry us through tomorrow if we 
appreciate our shared history and our opportunities which lie before us; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Phil Bryant, Governor of the State of Mississippi, hereby 
proclaim the month of May 2016 as 
 

UNION ARMY APPRECIATION MONTH 
 
in the State of Mississippi. 
 


