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Executive Summary
Mississippi is mired in an extreme school discipline crisis. Across the state, public schools are hindering the success of children and 

 

3 Among other disturbing facts, the complaint alleges 

shirt untucked.4

schools.

5

6

Around the same time, for one 4th grade Black girl, minor disrespectful behavior led to her being pushed out of her 

the school district promoted her despite her failing grades, in order to get her out of the mainstream school.7

8 



4

th

immediate suspension and incarceration in the local juvenile detention center.

and to the State at large.

THE FIRST SECTION OF THE REPORT PROVIDES A BRIEF BACKGROUND ON THE 
 CURRENT STATE OF SCHOOL DISCIPLINE IN MISSISSIPPI.  

staff, or the school.
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THE SECOND SECTION OF THE REPORT EXAMINES HOW THESE HARSH SCHOOL DISCIPLINARY 
PRACTICES HAVE UNDERMINED THE WORK OF MISSISSIPPI EDUCATORS AND OVERALL 

 PROGRESS IN THE STATE EDUCATION SYSTEM.

escalation of rule breaking.

expulsion after a third offense.  

deepening student resentment and further deterioration of school climate.

THE THIRD SECTION OF THE REPORT DISCUSSES HOW MISGUIDED DISCIPLINARY MEASURES HARM 
LAW ENFORCEMENT PERSONNEL AND OVERALL PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY. 
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THE FOURTH SECTION OF THE REPORT ADDRESSES HOW HARSH DISCIPLINE WEAKENS MISSISSIPPI’S 
ECONOMY AND IS COSTLY TO ITS TAXPAYERS. 

deteriorating communities, and lost tax revenue.

 

criminal justice costs.
 

THE FINAL SECTION OF THE REPORT PROPOSES  
FIVE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR MISSISSIPPI STATE LEGISLATORS.

throughout the State through the implementation of common sense school discipline. Recommendations for such policies 

1.  Guided Discretion. 

 

2.  Meaningful Accountability and Transparency. 

3.  Resources and Incentives for Developing Safer and More Effective Schools. We recommend creating a grant 
program to support school districts in the development of positive school climates.

4.  Multi-Stakeholder Collaboration.
stakeholders and local agencies—including, but not limited to students, parents, school districts, the juvenile justice 

5.  Improved Training.

to ensure all are informed of their roles and responsibilities. 
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INTRODUCTION

Mississippi is mired in an extreme school discipline crisis.

dress code infractions like having a shirt untucked.33

schools. 

34

35

Around the same time, for one 4th grade Black girl, minor disrespectful behavior led to her being pushed out of her 

the school district promoted her despite her failing grades, in order to get her out of the mainstream school.36

37  

38 



8

th

immediate suspension and incarceration in the local juvenile detention center.



I. The Current State of School Discipline

incarceration of adults.

43

to be sent to alternative education the third time.44

student being expelled.45

as minor as refusal to give a name.46

1) Mississippi schools arrest students and refer students to juvenile detention centers at high rates, 
and mostly for typical adolescent, non-violent behavior.

4

th

nd and 3rd grades.48
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While Mississippi school districts do not make 

 

Schools, according to data collected from the Jackson 

students, staff, and the school, such as aggravated assault.  

 

53

54

 
55 

56

2) Black students are hit the hardest by harsh 
discipline practices. 

population in these districts, received almost 

suspension.57 

Misdemeanor

Arrests on School Grounds  
Felonies v. Misdemeanors 
in Jackson, MS 

  Jackson 
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suburban districts across the State.  

student behavior has found that racial disparities in school discipline are not the result of Black students acting out 

disparities.

th

 
th The White kids don’t get handcuffed. If a White kid gets into an altercation it depends on who they are and how 

they act . . . . They won’t go to jail. They will just get suspended for three to five days and come back to school. . . . . I was handcuffed and arrested for getting into a 
fight at school. They took us straight from school to the detention center where we were stripped of our clothes, forced to shower in front of others, and required to 
take a drug test. We had to spend the night there. I had never been in trouble in school before.62 

46 

34 

 
8 8 

8 
5 5 

3 

6 5 4 4 

N
or

th
 P

ik
e 

H
ar

ri
so

n 

N
es

ho
ba

 

Sm
ith

 

Fo
rr

es
t 

M
ad

is
on

 

Ra
nk

in
 

Bi
lo

xi  
Pu

bl
ic  

Jo
ne

s 

Black Out-of-School Suspension (OSS)  Rates per 100 Students v.  
White Out-of School Suspension (OSS) Rates per 100 Students
in Select Majority White School Districts  

partment of  Education 

Black Students 

White Students 

S

S



63

choked and tackled a Black female student, and threatened to shoot the other students on the bus.64

3) Mississippi schools suspend a high volume of students out of school every year.

65

the national average.66

suspension rates have rates that are more than nine times higher than the national average.67
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II. Harsh Discipline Undermines the Work of 
Educators and the State Education System

68 Yet for all these efforts, the state graduation rate, 
th  For Black students, the graduation rate is 

 and Mississippi has the 4th th

73

academic achievement.74

75 

Mississippi School Districts Percentage of 
Out-of-School Suspensions (OSS)  v. Quality Distribution Index (QDI)

 Source US and M tments of Education

S



time engaged in academic learning.76

77

78

 

rule breaking.
a critical part of academic success.83

84 

85

school.86

metal detectors, and surveillance cameras to school.87

88

 

behavior, rather than prevent it.

improved attendance rates, academic achievement levels, and graduation rates.



 As a result, school suspension 

 

 Because these districts 
 

the same.

The downward spiral of harsh school discipline

EFFECTS ON EDUCATORS EFFECTS ON 
LAW ENFORCEMENT

Student misses class time, falls 
behind, becomes frustrated or 

embarrassed, and becomes 
more disruptive.

eacher has to take time to catch 
student up, taki  from 

other students and hurting overall 
academic performance.

Student  actual problem not 

addressed, and alternative behaviors 
not taught, maki  

misbehav .

Student becomes less connected to
 

school, less trusting and more
 

resentful of teachers,
 

engage in risk
behaviors, and harder to teach.

 

contributes to overall deterioration 
of learning environment.

 

experienced as oppressive condi
tions makes it more difficult to

 

create productive and health
learning environments.

Cu
 

created in school, making 
teachers less safe.

Student left at home or in the street, 
often unsupervised, making 
criminal ac .

Student more li to drop out 

of school, making criminal 

ac .

 
 

 

commit future crimes.

Student resents excessive
 

involvement of police, becomes 
distrustful and ev

 

forcement generall
enforcement is less effective,

 

compromising safe .

Being forced to spend time on 

enfo
 

more serious criminal behavior, 
compromising public safe .

Unnecessary 

Pushout of Students 
Using Harsh 

Disciplinary Practices

Unnecessary
 

Criminalization of
 

Students Through 
Arrests, Referrals,

 

and Overall 
Police/Security

 

Presence in Schools



III. Misguided Disciplinary Measures Harm Law 
Enforcement Efforts and Overall Public Health  
and Safety

 For example, the strongest predictor 

behaviors.

 

success.

to spend valuable time on minor or even trivial offenses.

students out of school.



IV. Harsh Discipline Weakens Mississippi’s Economy 
and is Costly to Taxpayers

 
Yet, state funding for public education decreased
increased.  Mississippi also ranks 45th nd highest for percentage of school revenue 

 there are substantial 

tax revenue for the government)

Medicare)

populace)



Referrals, andUnnecessary

th

fail to graduate on time cost the State over 3 billion dollars.

 

HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN THE SHORT TERM . . . 

. . . AND BILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN THE LONG TERM

Harsh School Discipline: 
An Expensive Problem 

for MississippiIncarceration 
Costs

Police 
Administration 

Costs

Suspension & 
Expulsion 

Administrative 
Costs

Security 
Guards & 

School Police 
Officers

Metal 
Detectors & 
Surveillance 

Cameras

Disciplinary 
Alternative 

Schools

Juvenile/
Criminal Court 
Administration 

Costs

Lost Federal 
Education 
Revenue

Lost Tax 
Revenue

Higher Public 
Health Costs

Higher 
Criminal 

Justice Costs

Higher Public 
Assistance 

Costs



V. Conclusion and Recommendations

entire State.

1. Guided Discretion

throughout Mississippi. 

2. Meaningful Accountability and Transparency

 



 

achievement.

including recommendations for remedial actions, such as heightened monitoring and technical assistance.

3. Resources and Incentives for Developing Safer and More Effective Schools

discipline.

4. Multi-Stakeholder Collaboration

must engage multiple stakeholders in creating comprehensive local strategies. Such stakeholders should include, but not be 

service groups. 

 
We recommend providing funding and incentives to encourage stakeholders and local agencies to adopt a Cooperative 

5. Improved Training 



also recommend the legislature provides funds for the implementation of these trainings in districts found to be out of compliance 

For too long, extreme and destructive approaches to school discipline have devastated the students and families of Mississippi, 
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