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MISSISSIPPI SHINES IN THE LONE STAR STATE FOR  
NATIONAL NAACP CONFERENCE 

 
July 30, 2012, Jackson, MS - More than a hundred Mississippians traveled seven hours 
to the fourth largest city to attend the 103rd NAACP Annual Convention in Houston, TX 
during July 7-12, 2012.  This year’s conference promised to be enlightening as 
participants anticipated visits from some of the nation’s most prominent leaders to 
discuss issues critical to the African American community.  Because this is a federal 
election year, visits from presidential candidates and their representatives were high 
priority.  
 
Conference participants eagerly anticipated visits from President Barak Obama and 
Republican nominee Mitt Romney. Attorney General Eric Holder and Vice President Joe 
Biden delivered remarks from the current administration that solidified the Obama 
administration’s support to NAACP positions on key issues such as education, voting 
rights and health care.  NAACP delegates voted unanimously on a resolution supporting 
Attorney General Eric Holder and denouncing the recent tactics to undermine his 
authority in the Department of Justice. 
 
Workshops were held throughout the conference that unveiled the NAACP’s 2012 
“Game Changer” platform.  The 2012 Game Changers (or long term goals) are:  
Economic Sustainability, Education, Health and Public Safety/Criminal Justice.  Voting 
rights and fair representation continue to be core NAACP issues. 
 
The Freedom Fund Banquet featured Academy Award winning actress Viola Davis, 
known for her role in the 2011 blockbuster “The Help”.  Davis talked about her struggles 
as an African American actress in Hollywood and her reliance on her strong heritage to 
help her through tough times. 
 
The Mississippi State Conference (MS-NAACP) also hosted a stellar Catfish and Blues 
Reception with the Texas State Conference.  Attendance overflowed at the House of 
Deréon Media Center, the site for this year’s reception.  Mississippi blues artist Zac 
Harmon provided entertainment, while attendees enjoyed catfish and BBQ. 
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MS-NAACP also won the Thalheimer Award for its 2011 programs.  The Thalheimer 
Award is the NAACP's top award given to branches and units for outstanding 
achievements.  Some most notable programs that stemmed out of the MS-NAACP office 
were the Diabetes Awareness Project with NBA all-star Dominique Wilkins, Food Focus 
Groups in Holmes County, work against Ballot Initiatives 26 & 27, and the education and 
drawing of alternative plans on redistricting.    
 
MS-NAACP will host its State Convention & Policy Institute November 15-17, 2012 in 
Olive Branch, MS.  Sponsorship levels, souvenir booklet advertising, vendor space, and 
Freedom Fund Banquet reservations are available for purchase.  Please contact the MS-
NAACP office at 601.353.8452 or email Events Consultant Zakiya Summers at 
zsummers@uniteonevoice.org for more information. 
 

### 
 

Founded in 1909, the NAACP is the nation's oldest and largest civil rights organization. Its members 
throughout the United States and the world are the premier advocates for civil rights in their communities, 
conducting voter mobilization and monitoring equal opportunity in the public and private sectors. 


