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Rita, Congress appropriated $5.481 

billion of the emergency recovery 

funds to Mississippi. HUD’s own de-

scription of this appropriation law 

notes that its primary purpose is to 

address the critical housing needs in 

the hurricane damaged area, espe-

cially affordable housing needs. Ad-

ministration of this funding was to be 

overseen by HUD under the Com-

munity Development Block Grant 

(CDBG) program, which includes 

requirements that use of these funds 

conform to the Fair Housing Act and 

be used primarily to benefit low-and -

moderate income people. The suit 

contends that HUD’s approval of a 

plan which siphons funds from hous-

ing programs to a plan for a major 

expansion of the port is contrary to 

the primary purpose of the Congres-

sional appropriation and violates the 

requirements of the CDBG program.      

T he Mississippi State Confer-

ence NAACP, Gulf Coast 

Fair Housing Center and 

several individual residents recently 

filed suit in federal court in Washing-

ton, D.C. against the U.S. Depart-

ment of Housing and Urban Develop-

ment (HUD).  The suit challenges 

HUD’s approval of a plan submitted 

by Mississippi to divert  $600 million 

of federal hurricane recovery funds 

from housing programs 

designed to address 

the affordable 

housing crisis 

caused by Hur-

ricane Katrina 

to finance the 

expansion of 

the Port of 

Gulfport.  

Following Hurri-

canes Katrina and 

Included in the complaint are claims 

that HUD has also approved several 

waivers of the requirement, for pro-

grams totaling $4 billion, that 50 

percent of the funds benefit low- 

and moderate-income people, leav-

ing only half of the remaining $1.4 

billion targeted for those persons. 

As a result, HUD has authorized 

Mississippi to drop its commitment 

to lower-income households af-

fected by Katrina from 50 percent 

to 13 percent. In Harrison, Hancock 

and Jackson counties, approximately 

65 percent of the housing units ex-

posed to the storm surge and more 

than 57 percent of the units exposed 

to flooding were occupied by house-

holds with incomes below the U.S. 

median household income level. 
 

African Americans in southern Mis-

sissippi are disproportionately more 

MISSISSIPPI BRINGS HOME THE GOLD AT ACT-SO 

March 2009 

MS NAACP FIGHTS FOR AFFORDABLE KATRINA HOUSING 

T alented young people from an array of disciplines recently took their 

place in history as national winners in the ACT-SO competition, a ma-

jor NAACP youth initiative.  The Afro-Academic, Cultural, Techno-

logical and Scientific Olympics is a year long enrichment program designed to 

encourage high academic and cultural achievement among African American 

high school students.  The program relies on the commitment of community 

and business leaders who volunteer as mentors and coaches to promote ex-

cellence. Mississippi’s own Tiffany Williams took home the gold medal in the 

Music (vocal/contemporary) category.  Williams, of the Jackson Hinds Youth 

Council, and other national winners were honored during the NAACP’s 

30th anniversary celebration of ACT-SO at Walt Disney World’s Coro-

nado Springs Resort in Orlando, Florida.   For information on taking part 

in this year’s program contact Sherry Knight at 601-353-8452.◊  

Continued on Page 10 
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Beyond the 

Derrick  Johnson 

Visit us on the web at www.naacpms.org 

8 MS NAACP On the 
Move 

National Notes 10 

Renew Plus Two! 

We want to hear from you!  Send comments and suggestions to naacpms@bellsouth.net.  

Black Elected Officials 
Bridge the Gap 

Focus on the Legislature 

Site of Wade Ins Now 
a MS Beach Landmark 

Nearly 200 Make 
Way to Capitol for 
Legislative Day  

you take a look INSIDE MS NAACP, join us in 

our commitment to excellence and dare to 

journey beyond the dream. ◊  President, MS NAACP 

We continue to extend our reach with projects like The Gain Share, a collaboration with 

the Community Innovator’s Lab at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT).  Mayor 

Sheriel Perkins and the City of Greenwood gained an asset assessment and assistance 

with devising an economic development plan.  While, graduate students from CoLab 

shared their time and talents.  

These are just a few of the exciting ways in which we are reshaping Mississippi.  So as 

uilding upon the legacy of the past 100 years is no small feat.  Thankfully over the last four, the Mississippi 

State Conference has blazed several trails of its own.  Our persistence paved the way to the steps of the Capi-

tol in Washington, D.C., as we made the case for an equitable recovery in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.   

Our members redefined grassroots organizing, as we worked across eighty-two Mississippi counties to protect the 

vote.  From the push for quality education and full funding to helping expand the capacity of black elected officials, 

we’re raising the bar in Mississippi.   

With a host of strategic alliances, our commitment to real progress is stronger than ever.  Last month, we commis-

sioned a human development report titled A Portrait of Mississippi in partnership with Oxfam America.  We got a 

snapshot of what poverty looks like in the Magnolia state.  More importantly, we learned that the down payment on 

our future requires an investment in health, education and improving the income of working families. 
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MS NAACP CHALLENGES VOTER ID 

V oter ID has become a hotly contested issue, and the Mis-

sissippi State Conference NAACP is leading the way 

against a campaign to make it law.   The fight began when 

a District Court ordered the legislature to implement registra-

tion by political party so that the parties would have the option 

of limiting their primaries to their own members.  In an un-

precedented move, the Court also instructed that the legisla-

ture must not allow voters to cast ballots in party primaries 

unless an individual can produce a photo ID card, a requirement 

that now exists in only seven of the 50 states. 
 

The MS NAACP successfully intervened in the suit, challenging 

the voter ID requirement, arguing that no evidence indicates 

that voters are casting ballots under assumed names (a justifica-

tion that has been put forth by proponents of such a law).  MS 

NAACP lawyers also maintained that many elderly and poor 

voters do not have photo IDs, and that there is no need for a 

court to force Mississippi to join the minority of states with 

election day voter ID requirements.   
 

―There is a common misconception that everyone over 18 

drives and has a driver’s license,‖ said MS NAACP President 

Derrick Johnson.  ―The reality is that many are given rides to 

the polls because they are too old to drive or too poor to have 

cars.  These people don’t have photo ID cards.‖   
 

Representing the State Conference, Attorney Robert McDuff 

agreed, ―No court in the country has ever ordered a legislature 

to adopt a voter ID requirement prior to this.  No evidence 

was presented in this case or anywhere else that there is a seri-

ous problem in Mississippi with voters casting ballots under as-

sumed names.‖    
 

The victory leaves the legislature free to make its own decision 

about issues such as political party registration and voter ID.  

Unfortunately, the Secretary of State’s Office and others have 

picked up where the original ruling left off, lobbying for a voter 

ID bill this legislative session.      
 

―Not only has the Fifth Circuit suspended the District Court 

decision, but the U.S. Supreme Court has agreed to review Indi-

ana’s photo ID statute.  Until these appeals are concluded, it 

would be a mistake for the legislature to step into this difficult 

issue and overhaul Mississippi’s law,‖ said MS NAACP attorney 

Fred Banks.  A former House Judiciary Committee chairman 

and also a former Justice of the Mississippi Supreme Court, 

Banks does not expect the appellate rulings to be issued until 

after the current legislative session has concluded. ◊  



 

M edgar Evers died believing that democ-

racy would one day extend to all peo-

ple. His sacrifice was one of many that 

tugged at America’s conscience, leading to sweep-

ing reform with the passage of the Civil Rights 

Act of 1964.  While Mississippi has come a long 

way, there are still flaws in the nation’s electoral 

system, including efforts to suppress the vote and 

intimidate those who would dare exercise their 

fundamental right. 

That’s why last November 4th, two hundred and 

sixty-seven Mississippi lawyers and some two 

hundred law students and community volunteers 

answered the call—giving of their time and talents 

to Protect the Vote.  ―Consistent with the mis-

sion of the MS NAACP, our goal with the Protect 

the Vote Campaign is to be a resource from reg-

istration to the ballot box for those who are tra-

ditionally disenfranchised,‖ said Dr. Irene Jones, 

Co-Director for the project. 

With over a thousand calls coming into the 601-

VOTE hotline, there was no rest for the weary 

on election day.  ―Our volunteers resolved hun-

dreds of complaints ranging from improper re-

quests for voter identification, names missing 

from voter rolls, unwarranted police presence,, 

PROTECTING YOUR VOTE 
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His rang out as  
one voice, fighting to     

secure the right to vote for 
all.  He lost his life still 

dreaming of one Mississippi 
where everyone enjoyed liberty 
and equality. His is one legacy 

of determination and hope, 
stirred by the winds of  

freedom. 

Left: Students participate in 

Video the Vote project. Below:  

Volunteers log complaints into 

survey instrument. Right: Call 

Center volunteers assist voters 

with Election Day issues. 

faulty machines switching the vote and everything in between,‖ said Project Director 

Yumeka Rushing.  ―Based  on  our findings, Mississippi is in need of some reforms.  With 

that said, our work is not done.‖  The Protect the Vote Coalition which includes the MS 

NAACP and partners the ACLU of Mississippi, Magnolia Bar, Mississippi Association for 

Justice, Mississippi Center for Justice, and the NAACP Legal Defense Fund is slated to 

discuss these reforms and next steps with national voting rights groups during a mid-

year forum. ◊ 



Above right:  Sen. Alice Harden and Rep. Frances 

Fredericks address Educators.  Above left: Rep. Ester 

Harrison, Rep. Credell Calhoun and Rep. Greg Hollo-

way listen intently to BEO’s concerns.  Below left:  

MBC LEO members engage members of the Legislative 

Black Caucus.  Below right:  Black Elected Officials get 

ready to bridge the gap. 

 

J oining forces, the Mississippi State Confer-

ence NAACP and the Mississippi Legisla-

tive Black Caucus recently hosted black 

elected officials for a dialogue on policy and legis-

lative agenda.  Some one hundred and fifty lead-

ers attended the day-long event, 

titled Bridging the Communication 

Gap.  

―It was great to see supervisors, 

superintendents, mayors, judges, law 

enforcement—every representative 

group, talking with legislators about 

solutions for change in communities 

of color,‖ said Rep. Willie Perkins,  

Co-Chair of the Committee to Convene Black 

Elected Officials.   ―Solutions— that was the main 

focus of the forum.‖ 

Rep. Billy Broomfield,  President of the Missis-

sippi Legislative Black Caucus agreed, ―The event 

was a great success.‖  Attendees came prepared, 

and engaged in discussions ranging from full fund-

ing of MAEP to  the enactment of better proce-

dures for the handling and placement of the men-

tally ill.  

 ―We accomplished our goal of reconnecting 

Mississippi’s black leadership,‖ said Project Direc-

tor Yumeka Rushing.  ―Real progress will happen 

as we begin to work across organizational lines, 

communicating at all levels of govern-

ment.‖ 

Bridging the Communication 

Gap was a prelude to the 2009 

Mississippi Black Leader-

ship Summit to be held in the 

fall at the Marriott in downtown 

Jackson. ◊ 

BLACK ELECTED OFFICIALS BRIDGE THE COMMUNICATION GAP 
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faulty machines switching the vote and everything in between,‖ said Project Director 

Yumeka Rushing.  ―Based  on  our findings, Mississippi is in need of some reforms.  With 

that said, our work is not done.‖  The Protect the Vote Coalition which includes the MS 

NAACP and partners the ACLU of Mississippi, Magnolia Bar, Mississippi Association for 

Justice, Mississippi Center for Justice, and the NAACP Legal Defense Fund is slated to 

discuss these reforms and next steps with national voting rights groups during a mid-

year forum. ◊ 
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FOCUS ON THE LEGISLATURE 

s the doors to the Old Capi-

tol re-opened last month, 

Mississippi  turned another 

page in its history book.  Marking the 

170th anniversary of the first legislative 

meeting in 1839, the Mississippi legisla-

ture convened its 2009 session in the 

newly renovated landmark. 
 

The restored walls of the new Old Capi-

tol still whisper an old southern story—

where a Mississippi government commit-

ted to slavery, withdrew from the Union 

in 1861—and where in 1865 defeated 

white southerners enacted harsh laws 

called ―Black Codes‖ which gave  freed-

men virtually no civil or constitutional 

rights. 
 

By the 1870s, during the pe-

riod of Reconstruction, it was 

here that the Mississippi Legis-

lature elected its first African 

Americans.  Hiram R. Revels 

and Blanche K. Bruce served 

as United States Senators and  

J. R. Lynch presided as the first 

African American Speaker of 

the Mississippi House of Rep-

resentatives.  However, with the adop-

tion of a new constitution (under which 

Mississippi is still governed) at the Old 

Capitol in 1890, aimed at disenfranchis-

ing blacks, these advances were short-

lived.  Subsequently, the fight for civil 

rights has continued for more than a 

decade.   
 

Today Mississippi has more African 

American elected officials than any other 

state in the union, and boasts a fifty 

member Legislative Black Caucus. ◊ 

Above:  Renovated House chamber of the Old Capitol. 

 

Take note of 

these important 

De a d l i ne s  

 

Wednesday, January 14 by 8:00 pm   

Requests for drafting general bills (GBs/

constitutional amendments (CAs) 

Monday, January 19 

Introduction of GBs/CAs 

Tuesday, February 3 

Committees to Report  GBs/CAs origi-

nating in their OWN HOUSE 

Thursday, February 12 

Original floor action on GBs/CAs origi-

nating in their OWN HOUSE 

Wednesday, February 25 

Original Floor Action on Appropriation 

(APPs)/Revenue bills (REVs) originating 

in their OWN HOUSE 

Tuesday, March 3 

Committees to Report GBs/CAs origi-

nating in the OTHER HOUSE  

Wednesday, March 11 

Original floor Action on GBs/CAs origi-

nating in the OTHER HOUSE 

Tuesday, March 17 

Original Floor Action on (APPs)/(REVs) 

originating in the OTHER HOUSE 

Saturday, April 4 

Session ends 

 

 

Recommendations of the 

Comprehensive Election Re-

form Panel regarding voter 

identification and other elec-

tion laws 

Proposed legislation from 

the Governor’s Tax Study 

Commission Report, such as 

increasing the state’s ciga-

rette tax 

Recommendations from 

the Task Force study of Un-

derperforming Schools/

school districts authorized by 

Senate Bill 2405 and growing 

attention in establishing 

charter schools 
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According 

to the US 

Centers for Dis-

ease Control, each 

year approximately 

45,000 African-Americans die 

from smoking-related disease.  

The American Heart Association re-

ports that smoking is a major health issue 

in African American communities, surpassing 

all other causes of death, including AIDS, homi-

cide, diabetes and accidents. That’s why the Missis-

sippi State Conference has joined with Communities For 

a Clean Bill of Health (CCBH), a coalition of over 40 national 

and state health organizations and individuals, in support of in-

creasing Mississippi’s 18 cents cigarette tax—a tax which ranks 49th 

in the nation. 
 

The CDC reports that studies show cigarette price increases prevent and 

reduce smoking especially well among African Americans, youths, males, and per-

sons in low-income households. A ten percent increase in cigarette prices, for exam-

ple, will reduce overall youth smoking by about seven percent, and African-American 

male teenagers smoking by 16 percent.  An increase in the excise tax by the Mississippi legis-

lature by only 24 cents would raise the average price six percent or to $3.79, but would have 

zero effect on overall consumption. 
 

The Save Lives, Save Money Campaign urges a $1 per pack cigarette tax increase, making possible: 
 

 a 20% reduction in youth smoking 

 23,400 adults quitting smoking 

 

group was poised to give voice to concerns and press the case for solutions. ―The day got off to a great 

start with breakfast and a half hour legislative briefing including tips on visiting your legislator,‖ says 

Government Relations Director Shirley Mock. ―This was our biggest event yet,  and I’m thrilled 

that so many are engaged in the process.‖ 

Members of the House of Representatives shared this sentiment as many stood on 

the floor and individually recognized the various NAACP delegations.  At a legis-

lative reception and luncheon, members of the Senate joined in, as a host of  

folks enjoyed one-on-one round table discussions.  ―We’ve got some se-

rious issues,‖ says Mock.  ―It’s going to take this type of dialogue and 

more to get to the heart of some of the problems facing our 

communities.  We’re glad to be a bridge.‖ 

Legislative Day is becoming tradition for the MS 

NAACP.  But this year’s event holds particular 

significance as it was observed in commemo-

ration of the NAACP’s 100th year.  

These days Mock spends her time 

she’ll tell you even after 100 

tracking legislative bills.  Ask and 

years, ―the struggle con-

tinues—that’s why 

we’re hard at 

O             n January 27th nearly two hundred members of the MS NAACP travelled from far and near to attend 

the 3rd Annual Legislative Day at the Capitol.   Armed with a range of issues from their communities, the 

work around  

Mississippi.‖  

  ◊

 $174 million in new revenue 

 $1 billion in long-term health-care savings due to drops in youth/

adult smoking ◊ 

 
  

 
 

 



Emphasizing the lack of federal sup-

port for the Gulf Coast recovery, 

Derrick Johnson testified before 

the United States House of Rep-

resentatives’ Sub-Committee 

on Housing and Community 

Opportunity, chaired by Congress-

woman Maxine Waters.  Johnson 

also testified before the Mississippi 

House of Representatives’ 

Committee on Elections and 

Apportionment weighing in on the 

Secretary of State’s proposed voter 

reform legislation. 

 

Shirley Mock attended the Na-

tional Convening on Subprime 

Lending, Foreclosure and Race 

in Columbus, Ohio.  The conference 

aimed to put a spotlight on the na-

tional foreclosure crisis, offering so-

lutions to assist homeowners. 

 

Irene Jones joined allies from 

across the gulf region for the Equity 

and Inclusion Campaign’s Legis-

lative Summit in New Orleans.  

The  group strategized on ways to 

impact the federal policies of Presi-

dent Obama and the 111th Con-

gress to ensure a renewed federal 

commitment to a full and just  re-

covery. 

 

Kathryn Muhammad  travelled to 

Washington, D.C. to take part in the 

Center on Budget & Policy Pri-

orities’ 16th Annual State Fiscal 

Policy Conference.  The four-day 

convening focused on tax moderni-

zation and state fiscal policy refor-

mation. 

 

The Winston County Branch 

NAACP has partnered with the 

American Red Cross to sponsor 

a series of disaster preparedness 

workshops.  Mass Care, Shelter Op-

erations and Disaster Assessment 

were among key topics aimed to 

prepare volunteers to work with the 

Red Cross.  Rev. Eugene Bryant 

of the Lawrence County Branch 

NAACP will serve as the Red Cross 

Liaison. The alliance will build capac-

ity to assist during disaster or crisis. 

 

Biloxi Branch President, James Cro-

well,  represented Mississippi during 

the NAACP National Board 

Meeting in Baltimore, Maryland.  

Crowell also took part in the Na-

tional Community Reinvestment 

Coalition’s Housing Conference 

in New Orleans. 

 

Sherry Knight joined representa-

tives from other  non profits at the 

Reverb Conference in San Fran-

cisco.  The agenda centered around 

developing new technologies for non 

profits. 

 

New Voices Fellow Constance Bu-

rell connected with other housing 

advocates at the  Gulf Coast Fair 

Housing Center’s Conference in 

Biloxi.  Burrell also attended the 

Back Bay 3rd Annual Housing 

Summit.  Both events focused on 

Gulf Coast recovery. ◊ 

MS NAACP ON THE MOVE 

Page 8 MS NAACP INSIDE 



 

Redemption gives us a broader view 

of the post reconstruction era and 

the historical context of Missis-

sippi’s current political climate.  

Redemption was an excellent read.  

~Kathryn Muhammad 

r. Gilbert R. Mason Sr. Memorial Highway is all 

that the sign says.  Yet, like this article, the sign 

could say much, much more.   
 

The sign could say wading in ocean water is as much of a sym-

bol of freedom as sitting at a table is a symbol of equality; 

thus, Blacks must desegregate coastal beaches as intently and 

intensely as Blacks desegregate lunch counters.  The sign 

could be in the blue and gold colors of the NAACP and say 

―Dr. Gilbert R. Mason Sr., a founding member and fist presi-

dent of the Biloxi Branch NAACP.‖  Or, the sign could be 

designed in Kente and say Biloxi’s first Black medical doctor 

also affectionately recognized as an African-American civil 

rights doctor.  The sign, in addition, could read much, much 

more because along with being a full-time medical doctor, Dr. 

Gilbert R. Mason, Sr., also led the way for the integration of 

Mississippi Coast beaches and the equal rights of Mississippi 

Coast citizens.   
 

The sign could not, however, be better placed as it bids wel-

come – and farewell – along a two mile drive of both public 

and affluent Beach Boulevard in Biloxi, Mississippi.  The strip 

of highway – newly decorated with dolphins, sea life, and 

birds sprouting from tree trunks – is a growing tourist attrac-

tion, and the beach route’s new name is a solid, fitting tribute.     
 

As Kat Bergeron wrote in the Sun Herald, "Dr. Mason is a 

man who tread a thoroughfare of freedom for this commu-

nity," said James "Pat" Smith, a University of Southern Missis-

sippi professor who co-authored Mason's autobiography. "He 

did not leave us alone in our sickness, even when he was 

threatened personally and his office firebombed. He chal-

lenged the power structures of this state that supported a 

regime of 'un-freedom.' His state now embraces him publicly 

as one of its own heroes."  
 

Historically, the dedicated section of the beach is where Dr. 

Mason and other civil rights activists emulated the student sit-

ins of the Civil Rights Movement with a Mississippi Beach ver-

sion known as the Biloxi Wade-Ins.   
 

Although as many as 120 participants in the wade-ins were 

brutally attacked by segregationist and taken to jail, the legal 

fight for equal access was won in the end.  Due to the wade-

ins, the beaches of Mississippi’s were officially desegregated 

with the Court ruling that public funding used for beach re-

pairs and maintenance qualified the beaches as public ameni-

ties that were to be equally accessible to all citizens. 

SITE OF ―WADE-INS‖ NOW A MS BEACH LANDMARK  

To  be good is hard work.  

To be great involves strategic 

hard work.  ~Irene Jones 
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Continued on Page  10 

FOOD FOR THE JOURNEY                                               
 

Here’s what we’re reading... 

I closed the final chapter of 

the book with a great sense 

of urgency—time is of the 

essence.  We must continue 

to strive and go forth to 

bring justice, freedom and 

equality, because racism is 

alive and well today.   

~Desiree Franklin 

Bolton paints  an honest picture 

of the hard fought battles we 

should never forget.  We strive 

to achieve quality  education for 

all Mississippians, and to make 

good the promise of fully funding 

public education.  This is indeed 

proving to be the hardest deal of 

all.  ~Shirley Mock ◊  



 

 

NAACP National Board member and current 

Biloxi Branch President, Mr. James Crowell, re-

marked that during the Wade-in arrests, though 

bleeding himself, Dr. Mason went to Howard 

Memorial Hospital to tend to the needs of the 

others injured.   

 

Such was just one of 

many fond remarks, 

comments, and recol-

lections noted of Dr. 

Gilbert R. Mason, Sr. 

during the State Department of Transporta-

tion’s official ceremony dedicating the highway 

and unveiling the new landmark.  In attendance 

were local, district, and state elected officials 

and dignitaries along with NAACP hosts and 

representatives.  For more information about 

the renaming of the historic Dr. Gilbert R. Ma-

son, Sr. Highway, contact Mrs. Shirley Wind-

ham, Committee Chairperson, Biloxi Branch 

NAACP at (228)432-0206. ◊ 

likely than whites to be living in poverty or in lower-income households, and are more likely than whites to be renters 

instead of homeowners. ―Though the storm did not intentionally discriminate, the damage did reveal the impact of dec-

ades-long discrimination against poor, African American people who were already living in substandard housing,‖ said 

State Conference President Derrick Johnson. ―For the first time in our state’s history, we have the resources to right 

this wrong. It is a matter of priorities. Now is not the time to pull the carpet back over the ugly stain of segregation.‖  
 

―Through this lawsuit, we intend to enforce HUD’s duty to ensure there will be housing choice for the thousands of 

households that Mississippi does not want to help,‖ explained Reilly Morse, Mississippi Center for Justice senior attor-

ney.  ―The diversion of funds intended to rebuild safe, affordable housing for low-income, elderly and disabled people 

has shattered the promise of making affordable housing the priority of this recovery effort.‖ 
 

Attorneys from Mintz Levin Cohn Ferris Glovsky and Popeo, PC are working in conjunction with the Mississippi Cen-

ter for Justice and the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law to represent the plaintiffs pro bono. ◊ 
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 delegation from 

the MS NAACP 

recently attended 

the 40th Annual  NAACP 

Image Awards hosted by 

Halle Berry and Tyler Perry.  Broadcast live from 

the Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles, the star-

studded event honored outstanding black actors, 

actresses, writers, producers and directors.  

With 36 competitive categories in the fields of 

motion picture, television, music and literature, 

the black tie event was first established in 1967 at 

the height of the civil rights movement. Grey’s 

Anatomy and Tyler Perry’s House of Payne  took 

top honors.  Other winners included Hill Harper, 

Jennifer Hudson, Tracy Ellis Ross, Beyonce, Felicia 

Rashad, Sean Combs, Taraji Henson, Will Smith, 

and Rosario Dawson. Honorary Awards went to 

sport’s legend Muhammad Ali (The President's 

Award), business mogul Russell Simmons (The 

Vanguard Award), and Nobel Prize winners Prof. 

Wangari Maathai and Vice President Al Gore for 

their environmental work (The Chairman's 

Award). ◊ 

Continued from Page 9 

NAACP FIGHTS FOR AFFORDABLE KATRINA HOUSING                                                             Continued from Page 1 
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is published quarterly by the Mississippi 

State Conference NAACP.  The publica-

tion is focused on informing readers 

about NAACP advocacy, news, upcom-

ing events and issues of importance to 

the communities we serve.  Please direct 

comments, inquiries or suggestions to 

naacpms@bellsouth.net or contact us at: 

 

1072 West Lynch Street 

Jackson, Mississippi 39203 

601-353-8452 phone 

601-353-1565 fax 
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NAACP AT WORK AROUND MISSISSIPPI 

he National Association for 

the Advancement of Col-

ored People celebrated its 

100th anniversary on  February 12, 

2009.  The festivities began with an 

Inaugural Ball, the first in the organi-

zation’s history, and will continue 

across the year with celebrations and 

observances through February 12, 

2010. 

As the nation’s oldest pre-eminent 

civil rights organization, the associa-

tion is a leader in the forefront of the 

struggle for justice and equality in America.   

Our efforts have lead to the launch of new initiatives and programs aimed at 

eliminating disparities in economic development, healthcare, education, tech-

nology and many other issues.  With a current active membership of more 

than 600,000, the NAACP has over 200 college chapters, 500 youth councils 

and 1700 adult branches with overseas branches in Germany, Italy, Korea and 

Japan. ◊ 
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